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least two (2) brigades of Hoke's Division from before Richmond had arrived there, and that the rest was on the road, I withdrew the forces and ordered a reembarkment, and had got on board all of the troops with the exception of about three hundred (300) when the surf was so high as to prevent either getting on or off the shore. I lay by until morning and took measures for their relief as soon as the sea might go down. They were under cover of the gunboats, and I have no doubt they were all safely off.
Our loss when I left was but twelve (12) wounded, ten (10) of whom were by the shells of the Navy on our picket line near the fort. I will be up on the morning.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg.
From President Lincoln to General Butler
WASHINGTON, 0.20 A.M., December 28f&, 1804
I THINK you will find that the Provost Marshal on the eastern shore has by your authority issued an order not for a meeting but for an election. The order printed in due form was shown to me, but as I did not retain I cannot give you a copy. If the people on their own motion wish to hold a peaceful meeting I suppose you need not hinder them
A. LINCOLN
From General Butler
CrPHUK.   Head Quarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
FORT MONROE, VA., Deo. ZOtk, 1864
The President of the United States
I HAVE just received your note relating to the election on the eastern shore. The President is incorrectly informed. I have not, nor has any officer under my command, ordered election on that shore.
The inhabitants asked of me leave to hold a meeting to take into consideration their relations to the State Government of Virginia. I replied that I would not order such a meeting, but that if the people chose to assemble in an orderly meeting to petition for a redress of supposed grievance, or to consider any question of civil orders, I could see no military obections to their doing so. I should not issue any order against it but would permit it. I have heard nothing on the subject since, and do not know even when the meeting is to be. Shall I issue an order to prevent their assembling to vote on civil affairs?
BENJ. F. BUTLEB, Maj. Gen'l. Corndg.